Stand  with  anybody  that  stands  right,  stand  with  him  while  he  is  right  and 
part  with  him  when  he  goes  wrong. — Abraham  Lincoln. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN 

Shall  His  Birthday  Be  Declared  a  Legal  Holiday 
in  the  National  Capital? 


AN  OPEN  LETTER 

TO 

REPRESENTATIVE  JAMES  R.  MANN 
OF  ILLINOIS 

BY 

MR.  E.  W.  OYSTER 

Private,  Company  M,  Seventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry 
During  the  War  of  the  Rebellion 


WASHINGTON.  D.C. 
MAY   30.  1922 


A  TRIBUTE  FROM  ENGLAND'S  GREATEST  STATESMAN  TO 
AMERICA'S  GREATEST  PRESIDENT. 


A  TRIBUTE. 

I  doubt  whether  any  statesman  who  ever  lived  sank  so  deeply 
into  the  hearts  of  the  people  of  many  lands  as  Abraham  Lincoln  did. 
I  am  not  sure  that  you  in  America  realize  the  extent  to  which  he  is 
also  our  possession  and  our  pride.  His  courage,  fortitude,  patience, 
humanity,  clemency,  his  trust  in  the  people,  his  belief  in  democracy, 
and,  may  I  add,  some  of  the  phrases  in  which  he  gave  expression  to 
those  attributes,  will  stand  out  forever  as  beacons  to  guide  troubled 
nations  and  their  perplexed  leaders.  Resolute  in  war,  he  was  moderate 
in  victory.  Misrepresented,  misunderstood,  underestimated,  he  was 
patient  to  the  last.  But  the  people  believed  in  him  all  the  time,  and 
they  still  believe  in  him. 

In  his  life  he  was  a  great  American.  He  is  an  American  no  longer. 
He  is  one  of  those  giant  figures,  of  whom  there  are  very  few  in  history, 
who  lose  their  nationality  in  death.  They  are  no  longe;^  Greek  or 
Hebrew  or  English  or  American — they  belong  to  mankind.  I  wonder 
w^hether  I  will  be  forgiven  for  saying  that  George  Washington  was  a 
great  American,  but  that  Abraham  Lincoln  belongs  to  the  common 
people  of  every  land. 

Lloyd  Gkorge;, 
At  the  unveiling  of  the  Lincoln  statue  near 

Westminster  Abbey  in  August,  1920. 
[Taken  from  Abraham  Lincoln — Man  of  God. 
By  John  Wesley  Hill.] 


Should  the  Birthday  of  Abraham  Lincoln  Be  Declared  a  Legal 
Holiday  in  the  Nation's  Capital? 


On  March  17,  1920— Sixty-Sixth  Congress,  Second  Session -the  House  of 
Representatives  said  YES  by  a  vote  of  198  Republicans  and  44  Democrats.  Those 
who  voted  NO  were  144  Democrats  and  31  Republicans. 

On  February  13,  1922— Sixty-Seventh  Congress,  Second  Session— the  Houte 
said  NO  by  a  vote  of  120  Democrats  and  85  Republicans.  Those  who  voted 
against  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause,  the  "purpose"  of  which  was 
to  kill  the  bill,  were:   Republicans,  118;  Democrats,  14. 

Why  the  change?  Was  the  great  Lincoln  less  deserving  of  this  small  honor 
in  1922  than  he  was  in  1920? 


THE  OPEN  LETTER. 

Washixgtox,  D.  C, 

Memorial  Day,  May  30,  1922. 
Hon.  James  R.  Mann, 

Republicc.n  Representative  from  Illinois, 
House  of  Representatives. 
Sir:  This  is  the  day  set  apart  as  a  holiday  in  each  year  to  do  honor  to  the 
men  who  offered  theh  ser%-iees — thek  lives,  if  necessarj- — in  response  to  President 
Lincobi's  calls  from  1861  to  1865  for  volunteers  to  preserve  the  Union  and  maintain 
the  Government,  for  the  creation  of  Avhieh  our  revolutionary  forefathers,  led  by 
our  great  Washington,  waged  a  successful  seven  years'  war. 

On  this  hallowed  day,  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  this  fair  land, 
beautiful  flowers  ^vill  be  reA'erently  laid  by  loving  hands  and  eloquent  eulogies  will 
be  deUvered  over  the  honored  gi'aves  of  the  "Boys-iu-Blue,"'  who,  in  thek  young 
boyhood  or  manhood  days,  responded,  as  follows,  to  Lincoln's  call  for  volimteers: 
"We  are  coming,  Father  Abraham,  thi'ee  himdred  thousand  strong,  and  we  ■will 
keep  on  coming  imtil  the  rebeUion  is  crushed,  human  slavery-  abohshed,  the  Union 
saved,  and  'a  government  of  the  people,  by  the  people,  for  the  people'  made  secure 
for  all  time." 

The  Lincoln  Memorial  to  be  Dedicated. 

On  the  afternoon  of  this  day,  after  the  ceremonies  of  the  Grand  Ai-my  of  the 
Repubhc,  at  Arlington  Cemetery,  and  cemeteries  contauiiug  Union  soldiers'  remains 
within  the  District  of  Columbia,  hsxe  taken  place,  the  beautifid  memorial  erected 
to  honor  the  memoiy  and  principles  of  the  iUustr'ous  Lincoln  will  be  dedicated. 

Lincoln  Birthday  Holiday  Bills. 

This  reminds  me  of  the  fact  that  several  efforts  have  recently  been  made  to 
secure  the  passage  of  a  bill  by  Congress  to  make  Lincoln's  birthday  a  legal  hoUday 
within  the  District  of  Colimabia,  where  he  rendered  his  greatest  service,  suffered 
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his  greatest  agony,  and  finally  sacrificed  Ms  life  for  Ms  country  as  truly  as  any  soldier 
who  died  bravely  and  gloriously  on  the  field  of  battle  in  defense  of  the  Union. 

A  majority  of  the  States  having  made  his  birthday  a  legal  holiday,  it  would 
seem  to  be  peculiarly  fitting  and  proper  that,  in  the  Capital  of  the  Nation,  where 
Congress  has  exclusive  jurisdiction,  Ms  name  should  be  coupled  with  that  of  Wash- 
ington insofar  as  honors  are  concerned,  for  it  was  fully  as  important  to  preserve  the 
Union  during  the  rebeMon  as  it  was  to  create  it  by  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  and 
to  make  LincoM's  birthday  a  legal  hoKday  in  the  District  of  Columbia  would  be 
fully  as  meritorious  and  patriotic  an  act  as  it  was  to  make  Washington's  birthday 
a  legal  hohday. 

Judiciary  Committee  Unanimously  Reports  the  Bill. 

During  the  second  session  of  the  Sixty-sixth  Congress,  Representative  Isaac 
Siegel,  of  New  York,  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  12724)  to  declare  the  birthday  of 
Abraham  LincoM  a  hohday  in  the  District  of  Coliimbia  in  the  same  manner  as  is 
now  provided  for  the  observance  of  Washington's  birthday.  The  bUl  was  referred 
to  the  House  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  before  wMch  committee,  on  January  22, 
1920,  an  able  argument  was  made  by  Mr.  Siegel  in  wMch  he  earnestly  urged  the 
committee  to  make  a  favorable  report.  The  writer,  for  the  Department  of  the 
Potomac,  Grand  Army  of  the  RepubUc,  wMch  had  earnestly  requested  Congress 
to  pass  the  bill,  also  urged  that  it  be  reported  favorably. 

The  House  Passes  the  Bill  By  a  Large  Majority. 

On  February  27, 1920,  the  bill  was  reported  back  to  the  House  with  a  unanimous 
recommendation  that  it  be  passed. 

On  March  17, 1920,  after  an  extended  debate,  in  wMch  you  took  part  in  opposi- 
tion, the  biU  was  passed  by  a  large  majority — 198  Republicans  and  44  Democrats, 
including  those  paired,  voting  in  favor  of  the  biU,  and  144  Democrats  and  31  Re- 
pubhcans  voting  against  it. 

Six  Republicans  From  Lincoln's  State  Vote  Against  the  Bill. 

On  tMs  vote  the  Representatives  from  lUinoi? — ^"Lincoln's  State" — ^voted  as 
foUows:  Fifteen  Repubhcans  voted  for  the  bfil  and  six — Cannon,  Madden,  Mann, 
McKiNLEY,  Copley,  and  Williams — ^voted  against  it.  Five  Democrats  from 
Illinois  also  voted  "nay."  It  is  only  fair  to  Mr.  Madden  to  say  that  in  the  Forty- 
seventh  Congress,  Second  Session,  on  February  13,  1922,  he  voted  for  the 
Lincoln  birthday  holiday  bill. 

Pennsylvania  Almost  Unanimous. 

Pennsylvania,  my  State,  with  thirty-six  Representatives  in  the  House,  six  of 
them  Democrats,  cast  thirty-five  votes  in  favor  of  the  bill.    The  other  member 


was  absent. 


How  Long  Will  It  Take. 


i 


During  the  debate  on  the  bUl  you  said:  "I  do  not  know  how  long  it  will  take 
in  the  Mstory  of  the  world  or  the  Mstory  of  the  Repubhc  to  get  thirty  or  forty  holi- 
days declared." 

My  reply  is  that  "if  hohdays  for  ex-Presidents  continue  to  be  made  as  far  apart 
as  Washington's  and  LincoM's  will  have  been,  it  will  take-  about  fifty  centuries  to 
get  forty  hohdays.  Therefore,  it  is  entirely  unnecessary,  at  least  it  so  appears  to 
me,  that  you  should  worry  ahead  fifty  centuries,  or  even  one  century.  The  people 
of  tMs  great  Repubhc — I  assume  that,  so  long  as  time  lasts,  it  will  remain  "a  govern- 


ment  of  the  people,  by  the  pcsoplc,  for  the  people" — ^will  no  doubt  tranBact  their 
business  in  their  own  way  in  the  e(;rituries  to  come,  and  after  they  have  Iouk  forgotten 
that  James  li.  Mann  or  the  writer  of  this  letter  ever  occuj>ied  insij^nifieant  spaceH 
on  tliis  planet.  Wliy,  then,  sliould  wo  worry?  "We  will  ail  be  forgotten  one  hundred 
years  liencc;." 

No,  not  all  will  be  forf^otlcn.  The  names  of  Al)ra})Jim  Lincoln  and  Oeorj^e 
Wasliinfjton  will  not  ])erish  from  the  earth.  Tof?eth(!r  their  names  are  blended  in 
one  hmnortal  wreath,  and  in  all  the  centuries  to  come  will  in(;;rea.'-e  in  brilliancy 
and  continue  as  a  beacon,  light  to  uU  inhabitants  of  the  world  who  yearn  for  liberty 
and  justice. 

Those  In  Favor  of  the  Bill  Misrepresented. 

During  the  debate,  you  questioned  the  sincerity  of  those  supporting  the  bill. 
You  said: 

"Mr.  Mann,  of  Illinois.  Mr.  Speaker,  •  •  •  This  is  not  a  new  propDiition.  It  has 
been  proposed  many  times  that  Lincoln's  birthday  be  declared  a  holiday  in  the  District  of 
Cohmibia.  »  *  *  These  holidays  are  not  declared  for  the  purpo.se  of  reverencing  the 
name  or  the  memory  of  the  person  for  whom  the  holiday  was  declared. 

"Mr.  HusTED,  of  New  York.    Will  the  gentleman  yield? 

"Mr.   Mann.     Yes. 

"Mr.  HusTED.    I  will  state  to  the  gentleman  that  that  is  my  sole  purpose. 

"Mr.  Mann.  Oh,  no;  the  genth^man  did  not  mention  that  "in  his  remarks.  He  men- 
tioned that  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  number  of  Government  employes  pay  without 
work. 

"Mr.  Hosted.  I  beg  the  gentleman's  pardon.  I  did  not  say  anything  of  the  kind. 
*     *     *     I  simply  said  what  the  legal  effect  would  be,  but  that  was  no  part  of  my  purpose. 

"Mr.  Mann.  The  gentleman  may  not  have  the  purpose  to  accomplish  the  effect, 
but  as  for  me  I  usually  look  at  the  effect  as  determining  what  the  purpose  is." 

By  the  above  statements  you  not  only  grossly  misrepresented  your  Repubhcan 
colleagues  who  finally,  notwithstanding  your  bitter  opposition,  ^^oted  in  faA'or  of 
the  bill  by  more  than  six  to  one.  You  also  flograntlj'  misrepresented  the  purpose 
of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  RepubUc  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  which  had  imani- 
mously  indorsed  the  hohday  bill,  not  for  the  purpose  of  securing  "a  day  off  with 
pay"  for  Government  employees,  but  solely  and  only  for  the  purpose  of  sho\sing 
that  respect  and  honor  to  the  name  and  principles  of  Lincoln  to  which  he  is  so 
eminently  entitled. 

Mr.  Yates,  o£  Illinois;  Mr.  Volstead,  of  Minnesota. 

On  March  17,  1920,  durmg  the  debate  on  the  biU,  Hon.  Richard  Yates,  Con- 
gressman-at-large  from  Lincoln's  State,  and  an  ex-Go\-ernor  of  Illinois,  who  no 
doubt  represented  the  real  sentiment  of  the  people  of  his  State  on  this  proposition, 
said: 

Mr.  Volstead.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  yield  five  minutes  to  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr 
Yates]. 

Mr.  Yates.  Mr.  Speaker,  *  *  *  I  speak  only  with  veneration  the  names  of  the 
other  Presidents  that  have  been  mentioned  here  today,  birt  none  of  them  carried  the  btirdens 
for  you  and  for  me  that  Lincoln  carried. 

Gentlemen,  I  believe  that;  I  have  always  believed  it.  I  believe  had  he  lived  -we  never 
would  have  had  the  troubles  of  reconstrtiction  that  we  did.  There  fell  upon  him  a  task  that 
did  not  fall  even  upon  the  Father  of  his  Coimtry. 

It  is  perfectly  absurd  to  say  that  Presidents  "who  have  come  since  ought  to  have  a  le-'al 
holiday  in  their  honor,  when  we  are  speaking  the  name  of  Abraham  Lincoln  \^ide  from 
Washington  he  was  the  greatest  American  that  ever  walked  this  earth  of  oiu-s  [\pplau-5e  1 
And  I  shall  vote  now,  and  as  long  as  I  live  I  shall  vote,  for  anything  that  will  do  honor" to 
his  memory.  It  is  no  answer  to  say  that  there  are  other  men  deserving  of  this  honor  or  that 
there  will  be  in  generations  to  come.  I  do  not  agree  with  mv  esteemed  friend  from  Illinois 
on  that  point,  and  I  do  not  tliinlc  the  people  of  Illinois  wiU  agree  with  him      [Applause.] 

On  the  above  date,  Hon.  Audi'ew  J.  Volstead,  of  ^Minnesota,  Chakman  of 
the  House  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  which  unanimously  reported  the  bill 
to  the  House  and  recommended  its  passage,  said: 

Mr.  Volstead.  JNIr.  Speaker.  I  do  not  think  it  is  important  that  we  shotild  create  this 
holiday  for  the  purpose  of  honormg  Lincoln.  1 1  hink  it  is  of  much  more  importance  and  of  much 


greater  interest  to  the  living  than  to  the  dead.  Lincoln's  fame  is  secure.  Holidays  can  do 
the  dead  no  good.  They  are  intended  to  create  an  interest  in  the  ideals,  the  character,  and 
achievements  of  the  men  whom  we  honor.  It  makes  no  difference  to  Washington  today 
whether  we  celebrate  his  birthday  or  not,  but  it  makes  a  great  difference  to  the  people  of 
the  United  States. 

At  every  recurring  anniversary  of  his  birth  we  sing  songs,  write  editorials,  and  make 
speeches  in  reference  to  the  life,  character,  and  services  of  that  man,  and  otherwise  demon- 
strate our  appreciation  of  his  worth.  It  is  for  that  purpose  that  we  seek  to  dedicate  this 
day  as  a  holiday,  so  that  the  people  of  this  city,  whenever  the  day  recurs,  may  be  reminded 
of  Lincoln  and  all  he  stands  for  in  American  life.  It  seems  to  me  that  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  this  day  is  being  observed  quite  generally  throughout  the  country,  observed  now  under 
legal  sanction  in  twenty-six  States,  that  here  where  he  did  his  great  work  and  earned  a 
fame  that  is  world  wide,  we  should  do  this  much  in  his  honor  if  distant  States  deem  such 
act  appropriate.  I  do  not  see  any  good  reason  why  the  people  of  this  city  may  not  properly 
ask  us,  as  they  have  asked  us,  to  give  some  legal  sanction  to  the  observance  of  Lincoln's 
birthday.  They  are  not  asking  for  more  holidays  than  States  are  allowing  their  employees. 
The  observance  of  this  dav  will  inspire  devotion  to  country,  emulation  of  the  highest  civic 
virtues,  THE  ADVANTAGES  OF  WHICH  CAN  NOT  BE  MEASURED  IN  MONEY. 

Honor  to  the  Memory  of  Abraham  Lincoln  Can  Not  Be  Measured  in 

Dollars  and  Cents. 

No,  my  dear  sir,  honor  to  the  memory  and  principles  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
can  not  be  measured  in  dollars  and  cents.  Opposition  on  that  score  is  absolutely 
ridiculous. 

Lincoln  a  Great  Admirer  of  Washington. 

Lincoln  was  a  great  admirer  of  Washington.  On  February  22,  1842,  just  after 
he  had  passed  his  thirty -third  birthday,  he  delivered  a  lengthy  address  on  temper- 
ance before  the  Springfield  (HI.)  Temperance  Society,  at  the  close  of  which  he 
delivered  the  foUowing.eloquent  eulogy  of  Mm  who  was  "Fkst  in  war,  first  in  peace, 
and  first  in  the  hearts  of  his  countrymen."   He  said: 

This  is  the  one  hundred  and  tenth  anniversary  of  the  birthday  of  Washington.  We  are 
met  to  celebrate  this  day.  Washington  is  the  mightiest  name  of  earth — long  since  mightiest 
in  the  cause  of  civil  liberty,  still  mightiest  in  moral  reformation.  On  that  name  no  eulogy 
is  expected.  It  can  not  be.  To  add  brightness  to  the  sun  or  glory  to  the  name  of  Washington 
is  alike  impossible.  Let  none  attempt  it.  In  solemn  awe  pronoimce  the  name,  and  in  its 
naked,  deathless  splendor  leave  it  shining  on. 

Is  there  any  question  as  to  the  side  on  which  Washington  woidd  have  been 
ahgned  had  it  been  possible  for  him  to  stand  iip  and  be  coimted,  or  on  which  side 
Theodore  Roosevelt  would  have  been?  His  son-in-law  in  the  House,  Nicholas  Long- 
worth,  mthout  question,  honestly  represented  his  distinguished  father-in-law  when 
he  cast  his  vote  in  favor  of  the  Lincoln  birthday  hohday  biU.  And  there  is 
no  doubt  whatever  how  the  people  of  Illinois  would  have  stood  had  the  proposi- 
tion been  submitted  to  them.  An  immense  majority  in  its  favor,  including  the 
district  you  represent,  would  have  been  their  answer. 

The  biU,  having  passed  the  House,  was  sent  to  the  Senate,  in  which  body  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  where  it  was  pigeon-holed  during 
the  Sixty-sixth  Congress. 

The  Lincoln  Holiday  Bill  Again  Introduced. 

Early  in  December,  1920,  the  Senate  having  failed  to  pass  the  bill  dm'ing  the 
Sixty-sixth  Congress,  Mr.  Siegel,  of  New  York,  again  introduced  a  biO.  to  declare  the 
birthday  of  Abrahaan  Lincohi  a  legal  hohday  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

On  July'  20,  1921,  after  an  extended  hearmg  before  the  House  Committee  on 
the  District  of  Columbia,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee,  Mr.  Focht,  of  Peimsyl- 
vania;  Mr.  Wheeler,  of  Illinois;  Mr.  Reed,  of  West  Vu-ginia;  Mr.  Zihlman,  of  Mary- 
land; Mr.  Lampert,  of  Wisconsin;  Mr.  Walters,  of  Pennsyh'-ania;  Mr.  Woodruff, 
of  JViichigan;  Mr.  Sproul,  of  Illinois;  Mr.  MiUspaugh,  of  Missouri;  Mr.  Woods,  of 
Virginia,  and  Mr.  Kunz,  of  Illhiois,  voted  to  report  the  bill  fa^"orably  to  the  House. 


Mr.  Blanton,  of  Texas,  voted  against  roporting  the  Ijill,  and  ^avf-  notice  that 
he  would  file  a  minority  report,  which  he  did  not  do.  But  }ie  violently  assailed  the 
bill  on  the  floor  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Keller,  of  Minnesota;  Mr.  Brown,  of  Tennessee,  Republicans,  and  Mr. 
Gilbert,  of  Kentucky,  Democrat,  who  were  unable  to  be  present  at  the  ccmmittee 
meeting,  voted  to  pass  the  }jill  after  consideration  }}y  the  House. 

An  Interview  With  You  In  Your  Ofllcc. 

In  an  interview  with  you  in  your  office  in  the  Capitol  Building,  in  which  1  urged 

you  to  support  the  bill,  you  said: 

"If  Lincoln  were  aUve  today  he  would  not  ask  that  his  birthday  be  made  a 
holiday." 

I  replied,  "Washington,  dead  or  aUve,  did  not  ask  that  his  birthday  be  made 
a  legal  holiday,  but  it  was  made  so  just  the  same;  and  so  should  Lincoln's." 

You  then  asked  me  this  question:  "What  good  will  it  do  Lincoln  to  make  his 
birthday  a  holiday  in  the  District?" 

I  replied:  "What  good  does  it  do  Washington  that  his  birthday  should 
have  been  declared  a  legal  holiday?" 

You  then  referred  to  the  handsome  Lincoln  memorial  to  be  dedicated  on  Decora- 
tion Day,  and  stated  that  you  had  advocated  and  voted  for  the  appropriation  of 
several  miUion  dollars  which  made  that  meritorious  proposition  possible.  I  com- 
mended you  for  your  action  in  that  regard,  and  stated  that  Congress  had  honored 
itself  in  making  that  appropriation. 

Then,  in  fm'ther  answer  to  your  question  to  me  as  to  what  good  it  would  do 
Lincoln  to  make  Ms  birthday  .a  hoHday  in  the  District,  I  asked  you  this  question: 

"What  good  will  this  handsome  marble  memorial  do  Lincoln?  To  which  ques- 
tion I  am  still  awaiting  your  answer. 

But  I  wQl  answer  both  your  question  and  mine.  The  American  people  were 
not  stupid  enough  to  imagine  that  they  could  possibly  "do  good"  to  either  Wash- 
ington or  Lincoln  by  building  mommients  costing  a  million  or  a  hxmdred  miUion 
dollars,  or  by  declaring  their  birthdays  legal  holidays.  Their  purpose,  their  onh- 
purpose,  was  the  deshe  to  aid  in  the  preserv'ation  of  the  memory-  and  principles 
of  the  two  greatest  men  this  country  has  ever  produced,  or  will  ever  be  likely  to 
produce  in  the  very  near  future. 

The  Bill  Killed  by  a  House  Largely  Republican. 

On  February  13,  1922,  the  day  after  ]Mr.  Lincoln's  one  hundi'ed  and  thk- 
teenth  bhthday,  after  an  extended  debate  Mr.  Blanton,  by  his  eloquence  (?)  and 
logic  (?),  seems  to  have  hjTJnotized  nearly  all  of  his  Democratic  colleagues  and  a 
minority  of  Repubhcans,  you  among  the  number.  L'nder  the  "spell"  of  his  eloquence 
you  made  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause,  the  piu-pose  and  intent 
being  to  kiU  the  biH.  There  is  no. doubt  whatever  what  the  "puri^ose"  was  in  making 
that  motion. 

The  vote  on  j'our  motion  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause  was:  Repubhcans,  So; 
Democrats,  including  those  pahed  in  favor  of  yom*  motion,  120:  total,  205.  The 
vote  against  j^our  motion  to  kill  the  biU  was:  Repubhcans,  including  those  paired 
against  your  motion,  118;  Democrats,  14;  total,  132.  Thus  it  wiU  be  obser\-ed  that 
33  more  Repubhcans  voted  against  j^our  motion  than  voted  for  it.  Seven  of  the 
Southern  States  voted  sohdly  against  the  bill  by  voting  in  favor  of  your  motion  to 
strike  out  the  enacting  clause. 

The  vote  of  the  jNIembers  from  Illinois  in  favor  of  your  motion  to  kill  the  bUl 


8 

■was  8;  against  your  motion,  10.  Massachusetts,  5  for;  6  against.  Michigan,  3  for; 
7  against.  New  York,  12  for;  16  against.  Ohio,  2  for;  14  against.  Pennsylvania, 
9  for;  19  against.  Those  and  other  States  should  have  cast  a  solid  vote  for  the  biU 
to  offset  the  solid  Democratic  vote  from  a  number  of  the  Southern  States. 

Mr.  Blanton's  Thinking  Apparatus  Out  of  Order. 

During  the  debate  on  the  bill  your  friend,  Mr.  Blanton,  of  Texas,  said: 

To  our  Government  employees  we  do  not  say,  "When  you  are  sick  we  will  take  that 
misfortime  into  consideration,"  but  we  say,  "In  addition  to  the  52  Sabbaths,  in  addition  to 
the  30  days'  full  vacation  on  full  pay,  we  will  grant  you  as  much  as  30  days'  extra  sick  leave 
on  a  doctor's  certificate.  If  you  can  get  a  doctor  to  give  you  a  certificate  that  you  have  been 
sick  as  much  as  30  days  we  will  add  that  to  your  other  30  days'  vacation  on  full  pay." 

Does  Mr.  Blanton  reaUy  think  that  the  clerks  in  the  Government  Departments 
are  indebted  to  Congress  for  the  pri^'ilege  of  having  fifty-two  Sabbaths  on  which 
to  cease  from  toil?  Does  he  begrudge  them  those  blessed  days  for  rest,  as  he  seems 
to  begrudge  them  the  hohdays  made  so  by  law?  If  not,  why  does  he  say  "in  addition 
to  the  fifty-two  Sabbaths,  we  wiU  grant  you,"  etc.  Does  he  not  know  that  the  clerks 
in  the  Department's  do  not  average  thirty  days  annual  leave?  Does  he  not  know 
that  they  do  not  average  ten  days  sick  leave  a  year  with  pay?  If  not,  I  take  great 
pleasure  to  refer  him  to  the  statement  of  Representative  Andrews,  of  Nebraska, 
printed  on  page  2810  of  the  Congressional  Record.  I  also  refer  him  to  the  Fourth 
Commandment,  7iot  enacted  by  Congress,  but  given  to  Moses  on  Mount  Sinai,  by 
God,  as  foUows:  "Remember  the  Sabbath  day  to  keep  it  holy.  Six  days  shalt  thou 
labor  and  do  all  thy  work,"  etc.  I  must  plead  guilty  to  having  violated  this  com- 
mandment during  my  forty-seven  years  in  the  Government  ser\dee,  for  I  have 
worked  very  many  Sundays,  and  without  additional  comfensation.  During  these 
forty-seven  years  I  did  not  average  thirty  days'  annual  leave,  was  absent  on  sick 
leave  only  fourteen  days,  and  worked  thousands  of'  hours  extra  time  over  regular 
hoiu-s  without  extra  pay.  There  are  thousands  of  men  and  women  in  the  Depart- 
ments whose  records  are  fully  as  creditable  as  mine.  Then  why  should  they  be 
continually  branded  as  loafers  and  shirks?  The  loafers  and  shirks  are  few,  indeed, 
when  compared  with  the  whole  mmiber  of  Go^'ernment  employees  in  the  city  of 
Washington. 

Most  of  the  charges  made  against  the  clerks  are  unfounded,  many  of  them 
untrue,  and  reflect  no  credit  on  those  who  make  them. 

A  Very  Poor  Mind-Reader. 

In  the  course  of  your  remarks  in  opposition  to  the  bUl  you  said,  should  Lin- 
coln's birthday  be  declared  a  hoUday  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  that — 

All  the  public  offices  will  close  and  the  stores  will  keep  open.  That  is  the  purpose  of 
it,  and  to  the  reverence  of  Lincoln — not  at  all.  It  may  be  done.  There  are  a  great  many  men 
who  have  been  distinguished  enough  in  the  coimtry,  if  it  becomes  a  habit,  to  make  their 
birthdavs  holidays.  It  will  not  benefit  them.  It  does  not  add  anything  to  the  reverence 
of  the  people.  There  is  absolutely  no  occasion  for  it,  except  some  gentlemen  of  the  District 
of  Columbia  who  would  like  to  be  let  out  of  work  another  day  in  the  year  organized  the 
propaganda  to  have  another  legal  holiday.  When  they  get  that  they  wiU  have  another  one 
they  want.  I  think  it  is  time  to  stop  the  misuse  of  the  name  of  Lincoln  to  steal  things  out 
[of  what?]  for  private  interest. 

In  reply  to  the  above  unfoimded  statements  I  desire  to  say  that  you  are  a 
very  poor  mind-reader.  Notwithstanding  your  opinion  to  the  contrary,  I  assert 
that  to  have  Lincoln's  birthday  declared  a  hohday  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
the  sole  purpose  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  RepubUc  is  to  do  honor  to  his  name 
and  to  glorify  his  principles.  There  was  no  "organized  propaganda  by  some  gentle- 
men of  the  District  of  Columbia'  or  by  any  one  else,  unless  you  so  designate  the 
action  taken  by  that  organization  in  passing  resolutions  requesting  passage  of  the 
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holiday  bill.  I  do  not  believo  that  ono  oAcrk  in  a  hundred  knew  that  the  bill  had 
been  introduced,  and  1  knoAv  ])ositivoly  tliat  they  took  no  fjart  in  your  imai^nary 
"l)roi)aKanda."  Your  statement  that "  it  is  time  tb  stoj)  the  misuse  of  tlie  name  of 
Lincoln  to  steal  things  out  for  private  int(>rests"  was  a  fjratuitous  insult  to  the 
membership  of  the  Grand  Army,  and  should  be  resented  by  them. 

Besides  the  Grand  Army  of  the  K<!]>uV)lic,  there  is' only  one  other  organized 
})ody  in  the  District  of  Columbia  which  adopted  a  resolution  urging  that  the  bill 
be  passed.  Columbia  Typogruj)hical  Union,  No.  101,  of  which  I  have  V>een  a 
mem])er  for  many  years,  did  so  unanimously,  not  for  the  "purpose"  of  getting 
another  lioliday,  but  for  a  very  different  reason.  That  union  is  a  truly  patriotic 
organization  of  American  citizens  who  admire  Lincoln  and  desire  that  hLs 
name  and  deeds  be  honored  as  they  should  be. 

If  an  "organized  propaganda"  had  been  made  by  "some  gentlemen  of  the 
District  of  Columbia"  Congress  would  have  been  flooded  with  resolution.s  and 
petitions  urging  passage  of  tlie  holiday  bill,  but  no  "propaganda"  wa.s  made, 
for  the  reason  that  it  was  deemed  unnecessary.  All  of  the  tens  of  millions  of 
American  citizens  who  love  Lincoln  had  eVery  reason  to  believe  that  their 
Representatives  in  the  House  and  in  the  Senate  would  be  delighted  to  pass 
the  bill  to  declare  his  birthday  a  legal  holiday  in  the  National  Capital  on  its 
merits  without  any  propaganda  whatever,  and  they  will  no  doul^t  be  greatly  sur- 
prised when  they  learn  that  it  has  not  been  so  declared. 

I  was  both  surprised  and  grieved  that  the  Democrats  of  the  House,  North 
and  South,  should  bave  made  a  party  issue  of  the  proposition  to  honor  Lincoln, 
but  was  especially  grieved  that  the  Southern  Members  should  have  made  it  a 
sectional  issue,  for  in  doing  so  they  refused  a  deserved  honor  to  the  greatest 
President  the  country  has  ever  had,  and  one  of  the  very  best  friends  the 
South  had  at  the  close  of  the  war. 

But  the  Democrats,  having  made  it  both  a  party  and  a  sectional  issue, 
the  Republicans,  "the  party  of  Lincoln,"  should  have  accepted  the  challenge 
of  the  gentleman  from  Texas,  ]Mi-.  Blanton,  who  appears  to  have  acted  as  the 
Democratic  leader  on  this  occasion,  and  cast  a  solid  vote  in  favor  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Blanton  was  much  more  successful  in  his  temporary'  leadership  of  the 
Democrats  of  the  House  than  you  wei'e  in  your  attempted  party  leadership,  for 
his  party  followed  him  with  an  almost  soUd  vote,  while  only  42  per  cent  of  the 
203  Republicans  who  voted  would  permit  you  to  lead  them  into  the  Democratic 
camp.  The  regularly-designated  Republican  leader,  ]Mr.  ^Mondell,  of  Wyoming, 
who  voted  for  the  bill,  was  followed  by  a  large  majority  of  his  party — IIS  to  85. 

By  plajdng  the  game  as  you  did  you  aided  in  the  defeat  of  one  of  the  most 
meritorious  bills  ever  brought  to  the  attention  of  Congi'ess,  and  what  a  sorry 
spectacle  you  and  your  friend,  Mr.  Blanton,  made  of  yourselves  under  the 
"smoke  screen"  of  economy. 

I  have  always  beheved  in  proper  economy  and  strict  honesty  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  pubUc  affairs,  and  have  also  believed  that  all  grafters  and  thieves, 
big  and  httle,  should  be  speedily  tried,  convicted  and  punished. 

But  I  do  not  beUeve  in  the  economy  of  meanness.  To  have  defeated  this 
bill  with  a  plea  for  economy  is  absolutely  ridiculous.  In  my  judgment,  no 
greater  benefit  could  come  to  the  country  by  the  expeuditm-e  of  so  small  an 
amount  of  money  for  any  other  purpose  than  ^^ill  come  to  it  by  declaring  the 
birthday  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  "one  of  those  giant  figiu-es,  of  whom  there  are 
\ery  few  in  history,"  and  who  "belongs  to  the  common  people  of  every  land." 
a  legal  hohday  in  the  Nation's  Capital. 


10      . 

You  have  not  heard  the  last  of  the  "propaganda"  to  declare  the  birthday 
of  America's  greatest  and  most  illustrious  son  a  legal  hoUday  in  the  District  of 
Columbia.  As  long  as  a  single  "Boy -in-Blue"  is  left  the  "propaganda"  you  complain 
of  so  bitterly  will  be  continued,  and  eventually  will  be  crowned  with  success.  0/ 
that  I  have  no  doubt  whatever. 

I  served  in  Company  "M,"  Seventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry — one  of  the  "fight- 
ing" regiments — the  youngest  of  four  brothers  who  were  in  the  Union  Army  during 

the  War  of  the  Rebellion. 

Yours  respectfully, 

E.  W.  Oyster. 
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LINCOLN'S  BIRTHDAY  A  HOLIDAY  IN  THE  DISTRICT  OF 
COLUMBIA. 


July  29,  1921. — Referred  to  the  House  Calendar  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  FocHT,  from  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  submitted  the 

following 

REPORT 

[To  accompany  H.  R.  2310.] 

The  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  which  was  referred  the 
biU  (H.  R.  2310)  to  declare  Lincoln's  birthday  a  legal  holiday  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  having  had  the  same  under  consideration,  report  it  back  with  the 
recommendation  that  it  do  pass. 

In  support  of  the  passage  of  the  bill  the  following  historical  data  was  fur- 
nished the  committee  by  Mr.  E.  W.  Oyster. 

The  effect  of  the  passage  of  this  measure  would  be  the  observance  of  Lin- 
coln's birthday  as  a  legal  hohday  in  the  District  of  Columbia  in  the  same  manner 

as  is  now  pro^vided  for  the  observance  of  Washington's  birthday. 

********  * 

This  bill  has  been  unanimously  indorsed  by  the  Department  of  the  Poto- 
mac, Grand  Army  of  the  Repubhc,  on  several  occasions. 

The  following  resolution  was  unanimously  passed  on  February  12,  1921 : 

Resolved  That  the  Department  of  the  Potomac,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  in 
mass  meeting  assembled  in  the  Congregational  Church,  Washington,  D.  C,  for  the  purpose 
of  eiilogizing  and  honoring  the  name  and  principles  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  believing 
that  the  time  has  come  when  his  birthday  should  be  declared  a  legal  holiday  in  the  same 
manner  as  Washington's  birthday  has  been  made  a  legal  holiday,  respectfully  but  very 
earnestly  petitions  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  to  enact  a  law  declaring  the  birthday 
of  Linco'ln  a  legal  holiday  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 

There  is  no  doubt  in  the  minds  of  the  majority  of  your  committee  that  an 
immense  majority  of  the  American  people  who  love  him  and  indorse  his  princi- 
ples would  heartily  approve  the  action  of  Congress  in  thus  honoring  the  name 
of  Abraham  Lincoln. 

The  people  of  this  District  have  not  the  power  to  declare  Lincoln's  birthday 
a  legal  hoUday.   That  authority  under  the  Constitution  rests  alone  in  Congress. 
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In  vi(!W  of  tho  fact  that  his  {greatest  work  was  dono  h(;rf',  that  his  lif<;  was  fiacri- 
fietid  liorc  as  a  martyr  to  tli<;  principlos  of  liborty  and  self-j^ovrfrnment,  "a 
govornmont  of  the  people,  by  the  people,  for  the  people,"  it  seems  >>oth  fitting? 
and  proper  that  his  name  and  memory  should  be  honored  as  Washington's 
name  and  memory  have  been  honored. 

As  Washington  is  revered  and  honored  as  the  Father  of  his  Country',  no 
is  Abraliam  Ijincoln  enrolhnl  as  the  greatest  martyr  to  human  liberty,  who  gave 
his  life  in  support  and  defense  of  that  Government.  Together  their  names 
are  blended  in  one  immortal  wreath — both  among  the  names  that  were  not 
born  to  die. 

The  infamous  crime  of  John  Wilkes  Booth,  the  assassin,  caused  genuine 
heartfelt  sorrow  throughout  the  civilized  world,  and  many  were  the  beautiful 
tributes  of  love  arid  sympathy  received  by  our  Government  from  foreign  Gov- 
ernments, municipalities,  and  private  individuals,  which  were  printed  in  a  large 
volume  entitled  "Tribute  of  the  Nations  to  Abraham  Lincoln."  Several  of 
these  tributes  have  been  selected  and  incorporated  in  this  report,  as  follows: 

[From  Appendix  to  Diplomatic  Correspondence  of  1865.] 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

By  Hon.  Salvador  Camacho  Koland. 

(Translated  from  La  Opinion  [Bogota]  June  7,  186.5.) 

The  name  with  which  we  head  these  lines  will  be  one  of  the  most  famous  which  the 
United  States,  fruitful  in  great  men  and  great  events,  will  transmit  to  the  admiration  and 
love  of  posterity.  Of  the  many  great  men  whom  war,  diplomacy,  and  politics  have  raised 
upon  the  wings  of  lumian  passions,  none  will  enjoy  a  history,  a  fame,  so  pure  and  imperishable 
as  he  who,  controlling  the  turbulent  waves  of  the  most  colossal  civil  war  of  modem  times, 
preserved  order  with  liberty,  and  maintained  the  integrity  of  a  great  Republic,  while  the 
bonds  of  its  society  were  being  broken  into  atoms  by  the  advent  of  a  new  civilization. 

He  never  thought  from  the  first  of  hvimbling  and  pimishing,  or  of  showing  that  healthy 
energy  which  is  always  the  inevitable  source  of  armed  reaction.  The  stupid  assa.ssin.  more 
stupid  than  his  murderous  bullet,  without  doubt  did  not  think  that,  amidst  the  dangerous 
fermentation  of  passions  which  follov.s  a  day  of  victory  over  brethren,  the  surest  guaranty 
of  restoration  and  liberty  to  the  South  was  the  noble  life  of  Mr.  Lincoln. 

He  never  enveloped  his  plans  in  the  gloomy  obscurity  of  mystery  or  dissimulation; 
he  never  took  to  himself  the  credit  of  results  which  followed  from  the  inscrutable  decrees  of 
Providence;  he  was  free  from  that  satanic  pride  which,  in  others,  supplies  the  want  of  true 
greatness.  But  he  possessed  something  greater  than  all  these,  which  all  the  splendors  of 
earthly  greatness  can  not  equal.  He  was  the  instrument  of  God.  The  Divine  Spirit,  which 
in  another  day  of  regeneration  took  the  form  of  an  humble  artisan  of  Galilee,  had  again 
clothed  itself  in  the  flesh  and  bones  of  a  man  of  lowly  birth  and  degree.  That  man  "was 
Abraham  Lincoln,  the  liberator  and  savior  of  the  greatest  Republic  of  modem  times.  That 
irresistible  force,  called  an  idea,  seized  upon  an  obscure  and  almost  common  man.  burnt 
him  with  its  holy  fire,  ptu-ifled  him  in  its  crucible,  and  raised  hira  to  the  apex  of  human 
greatness,  even  to  being  the  redeemer  of  a  whole  race  of  men. 

*.■»*«**«*«« 

There  is  in  his  last  words  something  of  the  fire  of  the  old  prophets.  "Fondly  do  we 
hope,"  he  said  in  his  inaugural  address  of  the  4th  of  JSIarch  last.  "Fondly  do  we  hope,  fervently 
do  we  pray,  that  this  migliTv  scoTU-gc  of  wai-  may  pass  away.  Yet  if  God  wills  that  it  con- 
tinue until  all  the  wealth  piled  by  the  bondsman's  250  years  of  mirequited  toil  shall  be  simk, 
and  until  every  drop  of  blood  drawn  by  the  lash  be  paid  by  another  drawn  by  the  sword. 
as  was  said  3.000  years  ago,  so  still  it  must  be  said,  'The  judgments  of  the  Lord  are  true 
and  righteous  altogether.'  "  And  that  nothing  should  be  wanting  to  complete  the  true 
grandeur  of  his  life,  the  hand  of  crime  snatched  it  from  him  in  the  midst  of  the  triiunph  of 
his  cause  and  botmd  his  temples,  already  pale  from  the  vigils  and  anguish  of  foiur  years,  with 
the  resplendent  crown  of  the  martyr. 

Abraham  Lincoln  is  dead;  but  his  work  is  finished  and  sealed  forever  with  the  venera- 
tion which  God  has  given  to  the  blood  of  martjTs.  He  who  was  yesterday  a  man  is  today 
an  apostle;  he  who  was  the  center  at  which  the  shots  of  malice  and  hatred  was  aimed  is 
now  consecrated  by  the  sacrament  of  death;  he  who  was  yesterday  a  power  is  today  a  prestige, 
sacred,  irresistible.  His  voice  is  louder  and  more  potent  from  the  mansion  of  martyrs  than  from 
the  Capitol,  and  the  cry  which  was  boldly  raised  among  the  living  is  mute  before  the  majesty 
of  the  tomb. 

Abraham  Lincoln  passes  to  the  side  of  Washington — the  one  the  father,  the  other 
the  savior  of  a  great  Nation. 

*»*  *•••••» 

This  great  work  has  cost  a  great  price.  Htmianity  will  have  to  mourn  yet  for  manv 
years  to  come  the  horrors  of  that  civil  Avar;  but  above  the  blood  of  its  victims,  above  the 
bones  of  its  dead,  above  the  ashes  of  desolate  hearths,  will  arise  the  great  figure  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  as  the  most  acceptable  sacrifice  ofl'ered  by  the  nineteenth 'centtu-y  in  expiation  of 
the  great  crime  of  the  sixteenth.  Above  all  the  anguish  and  tears  of  that  inimeuse  hecatomb 
will  appear  the  shade  of  Abraham  Lincoln  as  the  symbol  of  hope  and  pardon. 
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President  Roosevelt  Eulogizes  Lincoln. 

On  June  3,  1903,  at  Freeport,  111.,  on  the  site  of  the  Lincoln-Douglas  debate 
in  1858,  where  a  monument  commemorating  the  event  was  being  unveiled, 
President  Roosevelt,  in  praise  of  Lincoln,  said: 

We  meet  today  to  commemorate  the  spot  on  which  occurred  one  of  those  memorable 
scenes  in  accordance  with  which  the  whole  future  history  of  nations  is  molded. 

Here  were  spoken  the  winged  words  that  flew  through  immediate  time  and  that  will 
fly  through  that  portion  of  eternity  recorded  in  the  history  of  our  race. 

Here  was  sovmded  tlie  keynote  of  the  striiggle  which,  after  convulsing  the  Nation, 
made  it  in  fact  what  it  had  only  been  in  name,  at  once  united  and  free. 

It  is  eminently  fitting  that  this  monument,  given  by  the  women  of  this  city  in  com- 
memoration of  the  great  debate  that  here  took  place,  should  be  dedicated  by  the  men  whose 
deeds  made  good  the  words  of  Abraham  Lincoln  and  the  soldiers  of  the  civil  war.  [Cheers 
and   applause.] 

DEEDS   FOLLOWED   WOBDS. 

The  word  was  mighty,  but  had  it  not  been  for  the  word  the  deeds  could  not  have 
taken  place.    But  without  the  deeds,  the  words  would  have  been  the  idlest  breath. 

It  is  forever  to  the  honor  of  our  Nation  that  brought  forth  the  statesman  who,  with 
far-sighted  vision,  could  pierce  the  clouds  that  obscured  the  sight  of  the  keenest  of  his  fellows 
and  could  see  what  the  future  inevitably  held. 

And,  moreover,  that  we  had  back  of  the  statesman  and  behind  him  the  men  to  whom 
it  was  given  to  fight  in  the  greatest  war  ever  waged  for  the  good  of  mankind,  for  the  better- 
ment of  the  world. 

I  have  literally  but  a  moment  here.  I  could  not  resist  the  chance  that  was  offered 
me  to  stop  and  dedicate  this  monument,  for  great  though  we  now  regard  Abraham  Lincoln, 
my  countrymen,  the  future  will  put  him  on  an  even  higher  pinnacle  than  we  have  put  him. 
[Applause.] 

HIS   ORATOBY   ENDURING. 

In  all  history  I  do  not  believe  that  there  is  to  be  found  an  orator  whose  speeches  will 
last  as  enduringly  as  certain  of  the  speeches  of  Lincoln. 

And  in  all  history,  with  the  sole  exception  of  the  man  who  founded  the  Republic,  I 
do  not  think  there  will  be  found  another  statesman  at  once  so  great  and  so  single-hearted 
in  his  dfvotion  to  the  weal  of  his  people. 

We  can  not  too  highly  honor  him. 

And  the  highest  way  in  which  we  can  honor  him  is  to  see  that  our  homage  is  not  only 
homage  of  words;  that  to  loyalty  of  words  we  join  loyalty  of  the  heart,  and  that  we  pay 
honor  to  the  memory  of  Abraham  Lincoln  by  so  conducting  om-selves,  by  so  carrying  our- 
selves as  citizens  of  this  Republic,  that  we  shall  hand  on  imdiminished  to  our  children  and 
our  children's  children  the  heritage  we  received  from  the  men  who  upheld  the  statesmanship 
of  Lincoln  in  the  council  and  who  made  good  the  soldiership  of  Grant  in  the  field.  [Cheers 
and  applause.] 

The  majority  of  your  committee,  beUeving  that  Washington  and  Lincoln 
are  America's  most  illustrious  citizens  and  statesmen,  alike  worthy  and  deserv- 
ing of  the  highest  honors  of  their  country,  which  they  served  so  well,  and  believ- 
ing that  both  should  be  honored  alike  in  the  matter  of  a  legal  hoUday  bearing 
their  respective  names,  earnestly  recommended  that  the  House  again  pass  the 
bill  (H.  R.  2310)  to  declare  Lincoln's  birthday  a  legal  hoUday  in  the  District  of 
Columbia. 


Governors  Favor  the  Holiday. 

Hon.  Isaac  Siegel,  who  introduced  the  bill  to  make  Lincoln's  birthday  a  legal 
holiday,  wrote  to  the  Governors  of  the  States  requesting  their  opinions,  and  re- 
ceived many  replies,  all  favorable.     The  following  are  a  few  of  them: 

Executive  Department, 

Baton  Rouge,  La.,  June  13,  ig2i. 
Hon.  Isaac  Siegel, 

CommiUee  on  the  Census,   House  of  Representatives,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Dear  Mr.  Siegel:  I  have  your  letter  of  June  8,  inclosing  copy  of  a  bill  to  declare 
Lincoln  s  birthday  a  legal  holiday  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

While  I  hesitate  as  a  general  policy  to  express  my  views  on  Federal  legislation,  I  think 
this  is  one  instance  in  which  a  departure  from  this  rule  might  reasonably  be  had.  If  I  had 
a  vote  on  the  matter  of  making  the  birthday. of  Abraham  Lincoln  a  holiday  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  I  would  most  certainly  vote  "yes."  It  is  simply  a  great  tribute  to  the  memory 
of  a  great  man,  and  under  the  circumstances  a  most  appropriate  one.    Yours,  very  truly, 

John  M.  Parker,  Governor. 
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State  of  Houth  Dakota,  [Hern:,  June  13.  iq2I. 
Mv  DioAit  (^onokkhhman:  RcjjlylnK  to  your  favor  of  .lunf;  9,  InrlosinK  a  w>py  of  bill 
to  rl(icl;u-c  MtKoln's  biftliilay  a  IcRiil  holiday  within  tiic;  Oistrict  of  f  Vjlurribla,  will  Hay  that 
tliis  s((:|)  ;i|)()i;ils  (o  rni-  ;is  a  wise  :iri(l  patriotic  movomcnt,  aH  an  a<',t  of  thiat  natun;  KirxlK  not 
only  to  |)(f|><'l  iiatc  tlic,  memory  of  Mi(i  ^roat  LilMjrator,  but  iias  a  Htlll  UTOxU-.r  Torr^:  anrl  cfTw.t 
in  tlio  way  of  jjcrpctuating  and  intc^nslfyinn  tiio  mcmorioH  and  ideals  for  which  he  HUxxi. 
Vory  truly,  yours, 

W.  H.  McMahteb,  GtjV'srnuT. 


Oii-icE  OF  thk  Govehnok.  Frankfort,  K\j.,Juru;  27,  H/2J. 
Deaii  Hiii:  By  all  means  the  birthday  of  Abraham  Lincoln  should  \n:  dw;lared  a  legal 
holiday  in  th(^  Districl  of  C::oluml)ia.    There  is  no  nc^^ativc;  to  this  proiKjsition;  no  arKumtrnt 
can  bo  raised  anainsl^  it.    There  ar(!  a  thousanrl  good  rtiasons  why  s-uch  a  holiday  should  be 
declared.    1  hope  you  will  not  rest  until  official  action  is  taken. 

Most  sincerely,  yours,  _  ^ 

Edwin  P.  Mohbow.  Governor. 


Executive  Department,  Dover.  Del.,  June  ri.  1021. 
My  Dear  Mr.  Siegel:  I  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  letter  of  .June  H  inclfwing  f»py 
of  House  resolution  No.  2310  to  declare  Lincoln's  birthday  a  legal  holiday  within  the  DiHtrlct 
of  Coliunbia,  and  in  reply  desire  to  say  .that  the  movement  has  my  heartiest  approval. 
Very  sincerely,  yours, 

W.  D.  Dinney,  Governor. 

Executive  Department,  Jackson.  Mis.i.,  June  11,  1921. 
Dear  Sir:  Yoiir  letter  inclosing  copy  of  a  bill  declaring  Lincoln's  birthday  a  legal 
holiday  within  the  District  of  Columbia  received.   I  see  no  reason  why  this  should  not  become 
a  law.    I  am  heartily  in  favor  of  it. 

Sincerely,  yours,  Lee  M.  Russell,  Governor. 

Atlanta,  Ga.,  June  11.  1021. 
My  Deaf  Congressman:  I  have  yours  of  the  8th  instant,  with  reference  to  the  bill 
declaring  Lincoln's  birthday  a  legal  holiday  in  the  District  of  Columbia.    I  regard  Lincoln 
as  one  of  the  greatest  of  all  Americans,  and  it  seems  to  me  your  bill  is  appropriate  and  should 
be  passed. 

Very  sincerely,  yours,  Thomas  W.  H.^rdwick. 

Executive  Chamber,  Madison,  Wis..  June  14.  1921. 
My  Dear  Sir:  Replying  to  your  favor  of  June  9,  beg  to  state  that  in  my  opinion 
Lincoln  occupies  a  place  in  history  second  to  that  of  the  lowly  Nazarene. 

Of  course,  his  birthday  should  be  a  legal  holiday  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  I 
believe  in  every  State. 

Very  truly,  yours,  John  J.  Blaine,  Governor. 

Executive  Office,  Lincoln.  Xeb..  June  13.  1921. 
My  Dear  Mr.  Siegel:  That  Lincoln's  birthdays  is  not  observed  as  a  holiday  in  the 
District  of  Columbia  is  a  surprising  bit  of  news  to  me.    I  would  not  attempt  to  account  for 
it,  but  it  certainly  appears  that  the  time  is  long  since  passed  when  the  observance  of  it  should 
have  begim. 

Very  truly,  yours,  Samuel  R.  IMcKelvie,  Governor. 

Office   of  the   Governor, 

Boise.  Idaho.  June  13.  ig2i. 
My  Dear  Mr.  Siegel:  While  I  believe  that  the  munber  of  legal  holidays  which  this 
country  is  accumulating  is  reaching  nearly  the  limit,  I  can  not  help  but  express  my  feelings 
in  a  very  positive  way  that  we  should  recognize  the  birthday  of  Abraham  Lincoln  with 
as  much  reverence  and  honor  as  that  of  any  American  who  has  ever  lived. 

You  may  record  my  sentiment  as  very  favorable  to  declaring  his  birthday  a  legal 
holiday  within  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Very  truly,  yours,  D.  "W.  Davis,  Governor. 

Executive  Dep.artment. 
St.  Paul,  Minn.,  June  14.   1921. 
My  Dear  Mr.  Siegel:  Your  letter  of  June  8  is  received. 

Lincoln's  birthday  has  been  a  legal  holiday  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century. 
It  seems  to  me  that  if  it  should  be  a  legal  holiday  anynvhere,  it  should  be  in  the  District  of 
Cohimbia. 

Very  truly,  yours,  J.  A.  O.  Preus,  Governor. 
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LINCOLN  AND  HIS  PRINCIPLES. 


Declaratiop  of  Independence. 

The  assertion  "That  all  men  are  created  equal"  was  of  no  practical  use  in  affecting 
our  separation  from  Great  Britain;  and  it  was  placed  in  the  Declaration  not  for  that  but  for 
future  use.  Its  authors  meant  it  to  be — as,  thank  Gocl,  it  is  now  proving  itself — a  stumbling- 
block  to  all  those  who  in  aftertimes  might  seek  to  tixrn  a  free  people  back  into  the  hate- 
ful paths  of  despotism.  They  knew  the  proneness  of  prosperity  to  breed  tyrants,  and  they 
meant,  when  such  would  reappear  in  this  fair  land  and  commence  their  vocation,  they  should 
find  left  for  them  at  least  one  hard  nut  to  crack.    (Speech  at  Springfield,  111.,  J^me  26,  1857.) 

Think  nothing  of  me;  take  no  thought  for  the  political  fate  of  any  man  whomsoever, 
but  come  back  to  the  tni  i-  that  are  in  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  While  pretend- 
ing no  indifference  to  earthly  honors,  I  do  claim  to  be  actuated  in  this  contest  by  something 
higher  than  an  anxiety  for  office.  I  charge  you  to  drop  every  paltry  and  insignificant  thought 
for  any  man's  success.  It  is  nothing;  I  am  nothing;  .Judge  Douglas  is  nothing.  But  do  not 
destroy  that  immortal  emblem  of  humanity — the  Declaration  of  Independence.  (Speech  at 
Bardstown,  111.,  Aug.  12,  1858.) 

The  Man  Before  the  Dollar. 

*  *  *  The  Democracy  of  today  hold  the  liberty  of  one  man  to  be  absolutely  nothing 
when  in  conflict  with  another  man's  right  of  property.  Republicans,  on  the  contrary,  are  for 
both  the  man  and  the  dollar,  but  in  case  of  conflict  the  man  before  tlie  dollar.     *     *     * 

But  soberly,  it  is  now  no  child's  play  to  save  the  principles  of  Jefferson  from  total 
overthrow  in  this  Nation.  *  *  *  This  is  a  world  of  compensation,  and  he  who  would  be 
no  slave  must  consent  to  have  no  slave.  Those  who  deny  freedom  to  others  deserve  it  not  for 
themselves,  and,  under  a  just  God,  can  not  long  retain  it.  All  honor  to  Jefferson — to  the  man 
who,  in  the  concrete  pressure  of  a  struggle  for  national  independence  by  a  single  people, 
had  the  coolness,  forecast,  and  capacity  to  introduce  into  a  merely  revolutionary  doctiment 
an  abstract  truth,  applicable  to  all  men  and  all  times,  and  so  to  embalm  it  there  that  today, 
and  in  all  coming  days,  it  shall  be  a  rebuke  and  a  stumbling  block  to  the  very  harbingers  of 
reappearing  tyrannj^  and  oppression.  (Letter  to  Republicans  of  Boston,  Apr.  6,  1859,  in  replj^ 
to  an  invitation  to  attend  a  celebration  in  honor  of  Jefferson's  birthday.) 

Liberty. 

The  flght  must  go  on.  The  cause  of  civil  liberty  must  not  be  surrendered  at  the  end 
of  one  or  even  one  hundred  defeats.    (Letter  to  H.  Asbiiry,  Nov.  19,  1858.) 

This  declared  indifference,  but  as  I  must  think,  covert  zeal,  for  the  spread  of  slavery, 
I  can  not  but  hate.  I  hate  it  because  of  the  monstrous  injustice  of  slavery  itself.  I  hate  it 
because  it  deprives  our  Republican  example  of  its  just  influence  in  the  world,  enables  the 
enemies  of  free  institutions,  with  plausibility,  to  taiuit  us  as  hypocrites,  causes  the  real  friends 
of  freedom  to  doubt  our  sincerity,  and  especially  because  it  forces  so  many  good  men  among 
ourselves  into  an  open  war  with  the  very  fimdamental  principles  of  civil  liberty,  criticizing 
the  Declaration  of  Independence  and  insisting  that  there  is  no  right  principle  of  action  but 
self-interest.    (Speech  at  Ottawa,  111.,  Aug.  21,  1858.) 

No  man  is  good  enough  to  govern  another  man  without  that  other's  consent.  *  *  * 
Those  who  deny  freedom  to  others  deserve  it  not  for  themselves,  and  tmder  a  just  God 
can  not  long  retain  it.    (Speech  at  Springfleld,  111.,  Oct.  1,  1854.) 

Allow  all  the  governed  an  equal  voice  in  the  Government;  that  and  that  only  is  self- 
government.  *  *  *  Finally,  I  insist  that  if  there  is  anything  that  it  is  the  dut^'  of  the 
whole  people  to  never  intrust  to  hands  other  than  their  own  that  thing  is  the  preservation 
and  perpetuity  of  their  own  liberties  and  institutions.    (Speech  at  Peoria,  lU.,  Oct.  16,  1854.) 

Government  of,  by.  And  For  the  People. 

The  world  will  little  note,  nor  long  remember,  what  we  say  here,  taut  it  can  never 
forget  what  they  did  here.  It  is  for  the  living,  rather,  to  be  dedicated  here  to  the  unfinished 
work  which  they  who  fought  here  have  thus  far  so  nobly  advanced.  It  is  rather  for  us  to  be 
here  dedicated  to  the  great  task  remaining  before  us;  that  from  these  honored  dead  we  take 
increased  devotion  to  that  cause  for  which  they  gave  the  last  full  measiu-e  of'devotion;  that 
we  here  higlfly  resolve  that  these  dead  shall  not  have  died  in  vain;  that  this  nation,  under 
God,  shall  have  a  new  birth  of  freedom  and  that  government  of  the  people,  by  the  people, 
for  the  people,  shall  not  perish  from  the  earth.  (Address  on  the  Gettysbm-g  battlefield, 
Nov.  19,  1S63.) 

Labor  and  Capital. 

The  strongest  bond  of  human  sympathy  outside  the  family  relation  should  be  one  unit- 
ing all  working  people  of  all  nations,  tongues,  and  kiudreds.  (Reply  to  Committee  of  Work- 
ingmen's  Association,  of  New  York,  Mar.  21,  18G4.) 

And  inasmuch  as  most  good  things  are  produced  by  labor,  it  follows  that  all  such 
things  of  right  belong  to  those  whose  labor  has  produced  them.  But  it  has  so  happened,  in 
all  ages  of  the  world,  that  some  have  labored  and  others  have  'v\ithout  labor,  enjoyed  a  large 
proportion  of  the  fruits.  This  is  wrong  and  should  not  continue.  To  secure  to  each  laborer 
the  whole  product  of  his  labor,  or  as  nearly  as  possible,  is  a  worthy  object  of  any  good  govern- 
ment.   (Complete  Works,  vol.  I,  p.  92.) 

We  will  hereafter  speak  for  freedom  and  against  slavery  as  long  a?  the  Constitution 
guarantees  free  speech;  imtil  everywhere  on  this  wide  land  the  sun  shall  shine,  and  the  rain 
shall  fall,  and  the  wind  shall  blow  upon  no  man  who  goes  forth  to  unrequited  toil. — (In  1856 
Histoi'y  of  Abraham  Lincoln, — Arnold,  p.  97.) 

*  *  *  No  men  living  are  more  worthy  to  be  trusted  than  those  who  toil  up  from 
poverty;  none  less  inclined  to  take  or  touch  aught  which  they  have  not  honestly  earned.  Let 
them  beware  of  surrendering  a  political  power  which  they  already  possess,  and  which,  if  sur- 
rendered, will  surely  be  used  to  close  the  door  of  advancement  against  such  as  they,  and  to 
fix  new  disabilities  and  burdens  upon  them  till  all  of  liberty  shall  be  lost. — (From  annual 
message,  Dec.  3,  1861.; 
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Favors  the  Homestead  Law. 

KnowinK,  as  T  well  do,  flic  difHculty  that  p"or  niojAc,  now  cnr/junt^r  In  procurlnj? 
homes,  I  hositato  not  to  say  tliat  when  the  price  of  the  pultlu-  land  shall  Ik;  doul)U;<l  or  tnrhl';'!, 

•  *      *     it  will  be,  littl(!  less  than  iinpoKsihle  for  them  tf)  prfKrure  thow;  homes  al  all. — 'iJw:. 
20,  1839,  Spcioeh  at  Hi)rinKllel(l,  III,-  (.'omphste  Works,  vol.  I,  p.  24.) 

In  n«ard  to  th(i  lloniestcad  law,  I  say  that  in  so  far  as  the  Government  Iand«  fsin  bo 
dispoKc^d  of,  I  am  in  favor  of  eiii-tinti;  up  the  wild  land  into  parfx-ls,  ho  that  every  ixxjr  man 
may  have  a  home. — (Feb.  12,  ISO!,  Speech  at  CMncinnati.  Ohio. — Complete  Works,  vol.  I. 
p.  070.) 

The  Right  of  Suffraee. 

I  go  for  all  sharing  the  privilege  of  the  government  who  assist  in  bearing  Its  burdenu, 

*  *      *     by  no  means  excluding  fcifjales. — (Annouiu-emont  of  political  views,  June  13.  18.36.) 

I  am  opposed  to  the  liiiiilalion  or  lessening  of  the  right  of  suffrage.  If  anything  I 
am  in  favor  of  its  exttmsion  or  ciilartir-ment.  I  want  to  lift  men  ui) — to  broaden  rather  tlian 
contract  their  privileges. —  (Interview,  Springfield,  III. — Ilenrdon,  p.  (;2.'>.) 

Lincoln's  Idea  of  Free  Govern  men  t. 

It  has  long  been  a  grave  question  whether  any  govenment.  not  too  strong  for  the 
liberties  of  the  people,  can  be  strong  enough  to  maintain  its  existence  in  great  emergencies. 
On  this  point  the  present  rebellion  brought  our  Keijublic  to  a  severe  test,  and  a  presidential 
election,  occurring  in  regular  course  diu-ing  the  rebellion,  added  not  a  little  to  the  strain. 

If  the  loyal  pcoi)lo  united  were  put  to  the  utmost  of  their  .strength  by  the  reljellion. 
must  they  not  fail  when  divided  and  partially  paralyzed  by  a  political  war  among  them- 
selves? But  the  election  was  a  necessity.  "W^e  can  not  have  free  government  without  elec- 
tions.— (Response  to  a  serenade,  Nov.  10,  1S04.) 

You  can  better  succeed  with  the  ballot.  •  •  •  Let  there  be  peace.  Revolu- 
tionize through  the  ballot  box,  and  restore  the  Government  once  more  to  the  affections  and 
hearts  of  men  by  making  it  express,  as  It  was  intended  to  do,  the  highest  spirit  of  jtistice 
and  liberty. —  (1855,  advice  to  free  soilers  who  talked  of  using  force. — Hemdon.  p.  380.) 

Lincoln's  Broad  Sympathy. 

[November  21,  1864.  Letter  to  Mrs.  Bixby.] 

Dear  M.\dam:  I  have  been  shown  in  the  flies  of  the  War  Department  a  statement  of 
the  Adjutant-General  of  Massachusetts  that  you  are  the  mother  of  five  sons  who  have  died 
gloriously  on  the  field  of  battle.  I  feel  how  weak  and  fruitless  must  be  any  words  of  mine  which 
should  attempt  to  begtiile  you  from  the  grief  of  a  loss  so  overwhelming.  But  I  can  not  refrain 
from  tendering  you  the  consolation  that  may  be  foimd  in  the  thanks  of  the  Kepublic  they  died 
to  save.  I  pray  that  our  Heavenly  Father  may  assuage  the  anguish  of  your  bereavement,  and 
leave  you  only  the  cherished  memory  of  the  loved  and  lost,  and  the  solemn  pride  that  must 
be  yours  to  have  laid  so  costly  a  sacrifice  upon  the  altar  of  freedom. 
Yours  very  sincerely  and  respectfully, 

Abraham  Lincoln'. 

President  Lincoln's  Humanity. 

On  pardoning  twenty-four  deserters  at  one  time,  all  of  whom  had  Ijeen  sentenced  to  l^e 

shot,  he  said  to  a  general  who  objected: 

"Mr.  General,  there  are  already  too  many  widows  in  the  United  States.    Please  don't 

ask  me  to  add  to  the  number,  for  I  won't  do  it." 

To  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler,  in  1863,  when  the  general  asked  for  the  pardon  of  a  man  whom 

he  himself  had  sentenced  to  be  shot : 

"You?   Asking  me  to  pardon  some  poor  fellow?   Give  me  that  pen." 

To  a  friend  who  had  obtained  from  him  a  pardon  for  a  deserter,  he  said: 

"Some  of  our  generals  complain  that   I  impair  discipline  and  subordination  in  the 

Army  by  my  pardons  and  respites,  but  it  makes  me  rested,  after  a  hard  day's  work,  if  I  can 

find  some  good  excuse  for  saving  a  man's  life." 

The  Courts  and  the  People. 

The  people  of  these  United  States  are  the  masters  of  both  Congi-esses  and  cotu-ts.  not 
to  overthrow  the  Constitution,  btit  to  overthrow  the  men  who  pervert  the  Constitution. — 
(Speech  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  Sept.  17,  1859.) 

The  candid  citizen  must  confess  that  if  the  policy  of  the  Government  upon  vital  ques- 
tions affecting  the  whole  people  is  to  be  irrevocably  fl-xed  by  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Coiut:. 
the  instant  they  are  made  in  ordinary  litigation  between  parties  in  personal  actions,  the 
people  will  have  ceased  to  be  their  own  rulers,  having  to  that  extent  practically  resigned 
their  Government  into  the  hands  of  that  eminent  tribimal. — (Inaugiu-al  address,  Mar. 
4.  1861.) 

Lincoln's  Idea  of  Christianity. 

Whenever  any  church  will  inscribe  over  its  altar,  as  its  sole  qualification  for  mem- 
bership, the  Savior's  condensed  statement  of  the  substance  of  both  law  and  Gospel.  "Thou 
shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart,  and  with  all  thy  soul,  and  with  all  thy  mind, 
and  thy  neighbor  as  thyself,"  that  church  I  will  join  with  all  my  heart,  and  all  my  soul. 

It  is  the  duty  of  nations  as  well  as  men  to  owai  their  dependence  on  the  overruling 
power  of  God,  *  "  *  *  and  to  recognize  the  sublime  truth  atmotuiced  in  the  Holy  Scriiv 
tures  and  proven  by  all  history  that  those  nations  only  are  blessed  whose  God  is  the  Lird. 
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